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Goutweed (Aegopodium podagraria L.)
· In the carrot family
· Native to Eurasia
· Introduced as an ornamental plant
· Used as a medicinal herb in medieval times

Consequences of Gout Weed
· Spreads quickly
· Chokes out native plants 
· Grows almost anywhere so it is very hard to control and kill
· Grows through grass 
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· Grows about 100cm tall
· Hollow stems
· Toothed leaves
· Green leaves with white around the edges
· Or light green leaves
· White flowers
Managing Goutweed
There a few different methods for managing goutweed if you find it on your property.
· Smother the goutweed 
1. Cut the goutweed as short as possible
2. Place cardboard over the goutweed and past it several feet 
3. Put a thick layer of mulch on top of the cardboard
4. Wait – smothering can take as long as two years
· Spray the goutweed
1. Get 20% horticultural vinegar
2. Spray all the goutweed- three times over about 1 ½ - 2 months
3. Remove all the dead plants and put them in a paper leaf bag, seal it and when it starts to rot put it out with the trash
· “Cook” the goutweed
1. Get a sheet of black plastic larger enough to cover the patch of goutweed+ a few extra feet in every direction
2. Water the area with the goutweed well
3. Place the plastic on top of the goutweed
4. [image: Image result for goutweed]Bury the edges or put bricks around the edges to lock in the heat (temperature will rise to about 130F and will hopefully kill the goutweed
5. Leave for 6-8 weeks
6. If you have no growth after a month it is possible that all the goutweed is gone

Our Plan at Riverstone
Goutweed is present on the Riverstone property in several places. On the edge of the property there is a large opening where the goutweed is growing. On this spot, we will “cook” the goutweed, using the method of watering the area and then placing the plastic sheet over it. The other spot where the goutweed is present is along part of a fence. Here we swill spray it, using 20% horticultural vinegar to spray the are 3 times over about a month and a half.
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